
May 5 2020 

 

Dear Eden Families: 

It has been more than two weeks since I last wrote to you, and the Board of Education and I trust that 

this letter continues to find you and your loved ones safe and healthy.  As you may know, Governor 

Cuomo has extended the school closure through the end of the current school year, and even though we 

may have suspected this, it does not diminish the impact for our students, parents and staff.  

Teaching and learning remotely is ripe with challenges.  Not all teachers or students have good 

connectivity.  Some families and teachers have turned their kitchen counters and dining room tables 

into classrooms.  Parents have continued working during this closure, adding to the household 

pressures.  The support, feedback and patience our families have shown us at Eden CSD, is 

immeasurable.  We are all learning how to do school remotely together.  I know I can safely say that I do 

not have a playbook on how to do this.  I also continue to be grateful for the financial support our Eden 

residents have provided our school district in recent years.  With your support in the last capital project, 

we now have the technology infrastructure to provide instruction remotely; we were able to purchase 

laptops/ Chromebooks a few years ago that our students are now using to learn at home; and, because 

of your support, we were able to provide professional development for our teachers to use our new 

technology.  Simply stated, had this school closure occurred even two years ago, we would not have 

been able to teach and learn as we are doing now.  

I continue to give you updates on our meal pickup/delivery system simply because I am in awe of 

Personal Touch, our food service providers.  All children living in the Eden CSD who are 18 and under are 

eligible for a breakfast/lunch during this closure.  Personal Touch is now preparing 1,344 meals for each 

day of the week (up from 1,000 two weeks ago).  That’s 672 breakfasts and 672 lunches Monday 

through Sunday, all packaged following the new COVID regulations!  Eden bus drivers, with the 

assistance of our nurses and aides, deliver meals to over 150 homes each day while following the new 

COVID social distancing regulations.  Since we do not provide pickup or delivery on the weekends, this 

means that on Fridays 4,032 meals are available for pickup or delivery.  That’s not easy!  Thank you, 

again, to our Transportation Department and support staff for organizing this project.   

Finally, I want to give a SHOUT out to our Eden PTA for providing the lawn signs for our 2020 Seniors.  

It is so much fun to drive around town and hear the honking horns as cars drive by the home of a Senior.  

Our Seniors have lost so much during this closure, most recently their prom, spring sports season and 

the uncertainty of what graduation may look like.  Certainly, this is not how any of us, Seniors and 

retirees, envisioned the end of our last year at Eden CSD to look, myself included.  

Thank you, again, for your continued diligence to remain healthy.  Since we are operating under the 
guidelines of essential staff and do not have the ability to check our school grounds, fields, track and 
playground, they all remain closed and off-limits to everyone.  Please spread the word to your friends 
and neighbors.   

 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Anzalone, Superintendent of Eden Schools 


